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WEST MOORS TOWN COUNCIL RESPONSES  

Local Plan Consultation Questions 

Section 2 – Development Strategy       

   

Q: Vision and strategic priorities? 
1: Do you have any comments on the Vision and Strategic Priorities? 
 
Concern over the balance of housing being introduced (30,000) against 
employment jobs being created (21,000).  
 
People will use cars to travel to work as bus routes are not sufficient.  
 
We predict an influx of people commuting from rural areas to larger towns as 
the desire not to live in large conurbations will increase due to Covid-19.  
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Q: The housing requirement and the need for employment 
land in Dorset? 
1: Do you agree with the suggested approach and what it is trying to achieve? 
 
Yes 
 
Under used retail space where it is demonstrably not required, could be 
converted to residential to reduce need for new development. However high 
streets must remain interesting and vibrant and not fragmented by residential 
units. 
 
2: Do you agree with the suggested wording? 
3: How could the paragraph / policy / section / chapter be amended to reflect 
your concerns? 
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Q: Spatial strategy and settlement hierarchy 
1: Do the boundaries of the four functional areas reflect how the area’s housing 
markets and economy function? 
 
Yes  
 
2: Is the distribution of housing between and within the functional areas 
appropriate? 
3: Do you agree with the proposed hierarchy of settlements? 
4: Do you agree that there is a need to amend the green belt to enable 
development? 
 
Not if it results in lots of unconnected green areas: habitat connectivity and 
delivery of ecological networks are essential. 
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Green Belt could be amended but not reduced and any loss MUST be 
compensated by new greenbelt designations and the total area must be 
maintained. See comments at end of document relating to Blackfield Farm.  
 
Green Belt land needs to be joined up. It does not work if it is fragmented.  
Less fragmentation means the land works better as a natural habitat and is 
able to deliver a much wider range of ecosystem services. Although that was 
not the purpose of the Green Belt when it was implemented, it is what has 
happened and many of the Green Belt sites are now important environmentally 
and ecologically. 
 

Q: Green belt review 
1: Do you agree with the suggested approach and what it is trying to achieve? 
2: Do you agree with the suggested wording? 
3: How could the paragraph / policy / section / chapter be amended to reflect 
your concerns? 
 
Appears that the policy is trying to determine need, instead of need 
determining policy. 
 
If Green Belt is to be used for development, it must have minimal adverse 
environmental impact. 
 
Any loss of Green Belt MUST be compensated by new Green Belt 
designations. 
 
Losing green belt does not help the environment so attention must be paid that 
it is environmentally friendly and the impact to the environment is kept to the 
minimum. 
As advised in NPPG (https://www.gov.uk/guidance/green-belt) any loss of 
green belt should ensure delivery of: 
• new or enhanced green infrastructure; 
• woodland planting: (please note this must be right tree right place and not 

destroy existing good grassland habitat) 
• landscape and visual enhancements (beyond those needed to mitigate the 

immediate impacts of the proposal)’ 
• improvements to biodiversity, habitat connectivity and natural capital. 
• new or enhanced walking and cycle routes; and 
• improved access to new, enhanced or existing recreational and playing field 

provision. 
See comments at end of document relating to Blackfield Farm Green Belt. 
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Q: Growth in the south eastern Dorset functional area 
1: Do you agree with the suggested approach and what it is trying to achieve? 
 
Yes 
 
2: Do you agree with the suggested wording? 
3: How could the paragraph / policy / section / chapter be amended to reflect 
your concerns? 
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https://www.gov.uk/guidance/green-belt
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/natural-environment#green-infrastructure
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/natural-environment#biodiversity-geodiversity-and-ecosystems
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Houses built outside of the functional area have an impact on services such as 
doctors and recreation. More thought to infrastructure is required. Amenities 
need to grow to incorporate the additional population. 
 
Roads are often overlooked and the increase in traffic creates an increase in 
air pollution.  
 
Growth in employment sites/needs has an impact on the local community, with 
increased traffic/pollution etc. 
 
Greater partnership working with the NHS, Clinical Commissioner Group is 
required to ensure services are not overloaded.  
 

Q: Growth in the central Dorset functional area 
1: Do you agree with the suggested approach and what it is trying to achieve? 
2: Do you agree with the suggested wording? 
3: How could the paragraph / policy / section / chapter be amended to reflect 
your concerns? 
 
Lack of infrastructure to support this. 
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Q: Growth in the northern Dorset functional area 
1: Do you agree with the suggested approach and what it is trying to achieve? 
2: Do you agree with the suggested wording? 
3: How could the paragraph / policy / section / chapter be amended to reflect 
your concerns? 
 
Lack of infrastructure to support this.  
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Q: Growth in the western Dorset functional area 
1: Do you agree with the suggested approach and what it is trying to achieve? 
2: Do you agree with the suggested wording? 
3: How could the paragraph / policy / section / chapter be amended to reflect 
your concerns? 
 
Lack of infrastructure to support this. 
 
Need to agree on limiting second home developments in coastal towns and 
villages. 
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Q: Development at villages with development boundaries in 
rural Dorset 
1: Do you agree with the suggested approach and what it is trying to achieve? 
2: Do you agree with the suggested wording? 
3: How could the paragraph / policy / section / chapter be amended to reflect 
your concerns? 
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Q: Development outside local plan and neighbourhood plan 
development boundaries in rural Dorset 
1: Do you agree with the suggested approach and what it is trying to achieve? 
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2: Do you agree with the suggested wording? 
3: How could the paragraph / policy / section / chapter be amended to reflect 
your concerns? 

Q: Reuse of buildings outside settlement boundaries 
1: Do you agree with the suggested approach and what it is trying to achieve? 
2: Do you agree with the suggested wording? 
3: How could the paragraph / policy / section / chapter be amended to reflect 
your concerns? 

Page 
43 

Q: Meeting the housing need 
1: Do you agree with the suggested approach and what it is trying to achieve? 
2: Do you agree with the suggested wording? 
3: How could the paragraph / policy / section / chapter be amended to reflect 
your concerns? 
 
Housing is needed for local people, who are priced out of the market. Dorset 
needs to retain the younger population to ensure its prosperity in the future.  
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Q: Meeting the employment need 
1: Do you agree with the suggested approach and what it is trying to achieve? 
2: Do you agree with the suggested wording? 
3: How could the paragraph / policy / section / chapter be amended to reflect 
your concerns? 
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Q: Neighbourhood Planning 
1: Do you have any comments on the approach to establishing housing targets 
for Neighbourhood Plans? 
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Section 3 – The Environment and Climate Change 

Q: Climate change 
1: What else could the local plan do to mitigate climate change and help people 
adapt to its effects? 
 
Prevent unnecessary travel. Prevent the loss of retail units, which once lost 
destroys town centres and increase travel. 
 

Protect local shops in town and village centres. Mitigate for the loss of Post 
Office and bank branches in small villages and towns. 
 
Green spaces need to be joined up not isolated pockets and this can be 
facilitated by extending the Green Belt. 
 
Support Town/Parish Councils through grants for renewable energy sources. 
Allow town and parishes to access the procurement power of larger groups. 
 
All new homes must have renewable energy sources installed such as heat 
source pumps (eliminate gas boilers) and be insulated effectively (regardless of 
cost). Older properties need assistance to upgrade to make them more 
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environmentally friendly, so grants/funding should be made available and 
reliable technical support. 
 

Q: Green infrastructure: Strategic approach 
1: Do you agree with the suggested approach and what it is trying to achieve? 
2: Do you agree with the suggested wording? 
3: How could the paragraph / policy / section / chapter be amended to reflect 
your concerns? 
 
Any loss of Green Belt MUST be compensated by new Green Belt 
designations. 
 
Financial compensation due to the loss of environmentally significant land does 
not seem appropriate as it appears to undo the good intentions of this plan. 
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Q: Habitats and species 
1: Do you agree with the suggested approach and what it is trying to achieve? 
2: Do you agree with the suggested wording? 
3: How could the paragraph / policy / section / chapter be amended to reflect 
your concerns? 
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Q: Biodiversity and net gain 
1: Do you agree with the suggested approach and what it is trying to achieve? 
2: Do you agree with the suggested wording? 
3: How could the paragraph / policy / section / chapter be amended to reflect 
your concerns? 
 
Net gain – should be both measurable, permanent and maintained. 
 
Too often developer provides basic gains with no revenue to maintain 
SANGs often initially OK but suffer from excessive use and poor maintenance 
due to lack of funding. 
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Q: Landscape 
1: Do you agree with the suggested approach and what it is trying to achieve? 
2: Do you agree with the suggested wording? 
 
Loss of environmentally significant land cannot be offset by financial 
compensations. 
 
3: How could the paragraph / policy / section / chapter be amended to reflect 
your concerns? 
 

Landscaping within developments/SANGS etc is not generally followed up with 
a maintenance program. These areas must be monitored and maintained in 
perpetuity to deliver enhancement of biodiversity and ecosystem services 
generally.  
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Q: Heritage assets 
1: Do you agree with the suggested approach and what it is trying to achieve? 
2: Do you agree with the suggested wording? 
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3: How could the paragraph / policy / section / chapter be amended to reflect 
your concerns? 

Q: Geodiversity 
1: Do you agree with the suggested approach and what it is trying to achieve? 
2: Do you agree with the suggested wording? 
3: How could the paragraph / policy / section / chapter be amended to reflect 
your concerns? 
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Q: Achieving high quality design 
1: Do you agree with the suggested approach and what it is trying to achieve? 
2: Do you agree with the suggested wording? 
3: How could the paragraph / policy / section / chapter be amended to reflect 
your concerns? 
 
New developments must have housing with a low carbon footprint and be 
“future-proofed” to adapt to and address climate change.  
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Q: Landscape and townscape context 
1: Do you agree with the suggested approach and what it is trying to achieve? 
2: Do you agree with the suggested wording? 
3: How could the paragraph / policy / section / chapter be amended to reflect 
your concerns? 
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Q: Achieving high levels of environmental performance 
1: Do you agree with the suggested approach and what it is trying to achieve? 
2: Do you agree with the suggested wording? 
3: How could the paragraph / policy / section / chapter be amended to reflect 
your concerns? 
 
Agreed - the Planning Authority need to consider the workload on building 
inspectors and planning with these extra developments as efficiency gains over 
many years have seen their numbers diminished and we are seeing that over 
worked building inspectors can miss vital aspects. 
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Q: Shop fronts and advertisements 
1: Do you agree with the suggested approach and what it is trying to achieve? 
2: Do you agree with the suggested wording? 
3: How could the paragraph / policy / section / chapter be amended to reflect 
your concerns? 
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Q: Amenity 
1: Do you agree with the suggested approach and what it is trying to achieve? 
2: Do you agree with the suggested wording? 
3: How could the paragraph / policy / section / chapter be amended to reflect 
your concerns? 
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Q: Pollution control 
1: Do you agree with the suggested approach and what it is trying to achieve? 
2: Do you agree with the suggested wording? 
3: How could the paragraph / policy / section / chapter be amended to reflect 
your concerns? 
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Q: Flood risk 
1: Do you agree with the suggested approach and what it is trying to achieve? 
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2: Do you agree with the suggested wording? 
3: How could the paragraph / policy / section / chapter be amended to reflect 
your concerns? 
 
The water table has risen in many areas including West Moors and there is 
flooding where there did not used to be. This could be a result of climate 
change, but it needs to be considered. 
 
 

Q: Sustainable drainage systems (SUDs) 
1: Do you agree with the suggested approach and what it is trying to achieve? 
2: Do you agree with the suggested wording? 
3: How could the paragraph / policy / section / chapter be amended to reflect 
your concerns? 
 
Agreed – this has some impact on West Moors as over the years it is felt that 
the water table has risen in this area as additional areas now flood that 
previously did not suffer with flooding.   
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Q: Land instability 
1: Do you agree with the suggested approach and what it is trying to achieve? 
2: Do you agree with the suggested wording? 
3: How could the paragraph / policy / section / chapter be amended to reflect 
your concerns? 
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Q: New built development in Coastal Change Management 
Areas 
1: Do you agree with the suggested approach and what it is trying to achieve? 
2: Do you agree with the suggested wording? 
3: How could the paragraph / policy / section / chapter be amended to reflect 
your concerns? 
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Q: Coastal erosion 
1: Do you agree with the suggested approach and what it is trying to achieve? 
2: Do you agree with the suggested wording? 
3: How could the paragraph / policy / section / chapter be amended to reflect 
your concerns? 
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Section 4 – Housing 

Q: Housing mix 
1. Do you agree that major residential development sites should provide at 
least 20% of the homes as accessible and adaptable homes to meet the needs 
of the elderly and less mobile? 
 
This is a realistic percentage. Developers should not be allowed to deviate 
from this percentage. 
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Q: Affordable housing 
1: Do you agree that affordable housing should be delivered by developments 

Page 
142 
 



Page 8 
 

at different rates across Dorset? 
2: Do you agree with the suggested tenure split? 
 
Yes: Housing in parts of Dorset is not affordable even with schemes such as 
shared ownership. More needs to be done to ensure homes are affordable for 
the younger generation.  
  

Q: Affordable housing exception sites 
1: Do you agree with the suggested approach and what it is trying to achieve? 
 
Yes 
 
2: Do you agree with the suggested wording? 
3: How could the paragraph / policy / section / chapter be amended to reflect 
your concerns? 
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Q: Community care hubs 
1: Do you agree with the suggested approach and what it is trying to achieve? 
2: Do you agree with the suggested wording? 
3: How could the paragraph / policy / section / chapter be amended to reflect 
your concerns? 
 
Essential that health care provision meets the needs of new housing 
development and no assumptions are made about the adequacy of existing 
provision for an aging population. 
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Q: Specialist purpose built accommodation 
1: Do you agree that specialist purpose built accommodation as extra care 
should provide affordable housing? 
2: Are there any practical limitations to this approach? 
3: Are there other approaches that could be taken to deliver for those who 
cannot afford to pay market rates? 
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Q: Housing for complex dementia and nursing care 
1: Do you agree with the suggested approach and what it is trying to achieve? 
2: Do you agree with the suggested wording? 
3: How could the paragraph / policy / section / chapter be amended to reflect 
your concerns? 
 
Should only be built if there is a local identified need and staff availability. 
 
Health care provision needs to be considered to ensure it is sufficient to 
accommodate additional pressure from care homes.  
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Q: Self build and custom build housing 
1: Do you think the council should identify sites for self / custom build housing? 
2: Can you suggest any additional sites which could be allocated for this 
purpose? 
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Q: Second homes 
1: What approach do you think the Council should explore to address the 
pockets of high second home ownership? 

Page 
154 



Page 9 
 

Q: Isolated homes in the countryside 
1: Do you agree with the suggested approach and what it is trying to achieve? 
2: Do you agree with the suggested wording? 
3: How could the paragraph / policy / section / chapter be amended to reflect 
your concerns? 
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Q: Occupational dwellings 
1: Do you agree with the suggested approach and what it is trying to achieve? 
2: Do you agree with the suggested wording? 
3: How could the paragraph / policy / section / chapter be amended to reflect 
your concerns? 
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Q: Other residential development outside development boundaries 
1: Do you agree with the suggested approach and what it is trying to achieve? 
2: Do you agree with the suggested wording? 
3: How could the paragraph / policy / section / chapter be amended to reflect 
your concerns? 
 
Problems with single houses being demolished and two or more properties 
being built on same site, so what is the reasoning behind the blanket statement 
of not developing on or extending garden space? 
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Q: The requirement for traveller sites 
1: Do you agree with the suggested approach and what it is trying to achieve? 
2: Do you agree with the suggested wording? 
3: How could the paragraph / policy / section / chapter be amended to reflect 
your concerns? 
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Q: Gypsy, Traveller and Travelling Showpeople site allocations 
1: Do you have any comments on the proposed site allocations for Gypsies, 
Travellers and Travelling showpeople? 
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Q: Sites for Gypsy, Traveller and Travelling Showpeople 
1: Do you agree with the suggested approach and what it is trying to achieve? 
2: Do you agree with the suggested wording? 
3: How could the paragraph / policy / section / chapter be amended to reflect 
your concerns? 
 
Sites need regular monitoring.  
 

Page 
172 

 

 

Section 5 – Economy 

Q: Protection of key employment sites 
1: Should any sites be added or removed from the list of Key Employment 
Sites in Appendix 6? 
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Q: Protection of other employment sites 
1: Do you agree with the suggested approach and what it is trying to achieve? 
2: Do you agree with the suggested wording? 
3: How could the paragraph / policy / section / chapter be amended to reflect 
your concerns? 
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Q: Town Centre hierarchy 
1: Do you agree with the classification of the centres in the proposed 
hierarchy? 
 
Yes – need to support local provision to ensure District criteria achieved – no 
Bank in West Moors. 
 
2: Are there any additional centres that should be included? 
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Q: Town centre impact assessments 
1: Do you agree with the suggested approach and what it is trying to achieve? 
2: Do you agree with the suggested wording? 
3: How could the paragraph / policy / section / chapter be amended to reflect 
your concerns? 
 
WMTC interpret this as support for our Library. 
 

Page 
194 

Q: Management of centres, primary shopping areas and markets 
1: Do you agree with the suggested approach and what it is trying to achieve? 
2: Do you agree with the suggested wording? 
3: How could the paragraph / policy / section / chapter be amended to reflect 
your concerns? 
 
Town/villages commercial centres need to be protected from residential 
development, to ensure the continued commercial viability of smaller town 
centres.  
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Q: Supporting vibrant and attractive tourism 
1: Do you agree with the suggested approach and what it is trying to achieve? 
2: Do you agree with the suggested wording? 
3: How could the paragraph / policy / section / chapter be amended to reflect 
your concerns? 
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Q: Loss of tourism accommodation 
1: Do you agree with the suggested approach and what it is trying to achieve? 
2: Do you agree with the suggested wording? 
3: How could the paragraph / policy / section / chapter be amended to reflect 
your concerns? 
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Q: Caravan and camping sites 
1: Do you agree with the suggested approach and what it is trying to achieve? 
2: Do you agree with the suggested wording? 
3: How could the paragraph / policy / section / chapter be amended to reflect 
your concerns? 
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Q: New agricultural buildings 
1: Do you agree with the suggested approach and what it is trying to achieve? 
2: Do you agree with the suggested wording? 
3: How could the paragraph / policy / section / chapter be amended to reflect 
your concerns? 
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Q: Diversification of land based rural businesses 
1: Do you agree with the suggested approach and what it is trying to achieve? 
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2: Do you agree with the suggested wording? 
3: How could the paragraph / policy / section / chapter be amended to reflect 
your concerns? 

Q: Equestrian development 
1: Do you agree with the suggested approach and what it is trying to achieve? 
2: Do you agree with the suggested wording? 
3: How could the paragraph / policy / section / chapter be amended to reflect 
your concerns? 
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Section 6 – Community Infrastructure 

Q: Making sure new development makes suitable provision for 
community infrastructure 
1: Do you agree with the suggested approach and what it is trying to achieve? 
2: Do you agree with the suggested wording? 
3: How could the paragraph / policy / section / chapter be amended to reflect 
your concerns? 
 
Developers must be required to work in partnership with the local service 
providers; NHS (doctors, dentists), School provision. Surgeries are already at 
capacity. 
 
Demographics of local area must be considered with new developments to 
ensure that every section of the community has sufficient and adequate 
community infrastructure provision.  
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Q: New or improved local community buildings and structures 
1: Do you agree with the suggested approach and what it is trying to achieve? 
2: Do you agree with the suggested wording? 
3: How could the paragraph / policy / section / chapter be amended to reflect 
your concerns? 
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Q: Retention of community buildings and structures 
1: Do you agree with the suggested approach and what it is trying to achieve? 
2: Do you agree with the suggested wording? 
3: How could the paragraph / policy / section / chapter be amended to reflect 
your concerns? 
 
The plan needs to show vision for the versatility of the modern library. It is not 
just for reading books. The variety of services it provides is priceless. 
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Q: Recreation, sports facilities and open space 
1: Do you agree with the suggested approach and what it is trying to achieve? 
2: Do you agree with the suggested wording? 
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3: How could the paragraph / policy / section / chapter be amended to reflect 
your concerns? 

Q: Hot food takeaway 
1: Should the council look to restrict hot food takeaways around areas where 
children and young people congregate? 
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Q: The provision of education and training facilities 
1: Do you agree with the suggested approach and what it is trying to achieve? 
2: Do you agree with the suggested wording? 
3: How could the paragraph / policy / section / chapter be amended to reflect 
your concerns? 
Library provision must be fit for 21st Century. 
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Q: Creating a safe, efficient and low carbon transport network 
1: Do you agree with the suggested approach and what it is trying to achieve? 
2: Do you agree with the suggested wording? 
3: How could the paragraph / policy / section / chapter be amended to reflect 
your concerns? 
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Q: Parking standards in new development 
1: Do you agree with the suggested approach and what it is trying to achieve? 
2: Do you agree with the suggested wording? 
3: How could the paragraph / policy / section / chapter be amended to reflect 
your concerns? 
 
No real vision for car share schemes or a joined-up transport system which 
needs to be facilitated within the parking strategy. 
 
Not enough parking space per house is provided especially in more rural 
settlements so this leads to on road parking, need to be more realistic.  
 
Age and disability discrimination needs to be avoided. Not everyone can utilise 

the cycle paths and walking routes. 
 
A more balanced approach/vision is required. 
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Q: Provision of infrastructure for electric and other low emission vehicles 
1: Do you agree with this proposal? 
 
Every new house should have an electric charging point installed during the 
building stage, as well as sufficient public charging points.  
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Q: Low carbon and renewable energy development 
1: Do you agree with the suggested approach and what it is trying to achieve? 
2: Do you agree with the suggested wording? 
3: How could the paragraph / policy / section / chapter be amended to reflect 
your concerns? 
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Q: Wind energy 
1: The locations identified as opportunities for larger scale wind developments 
are shown on Figure 6.5 and Figure 6.6. 
Do you support the principle of allocating any of the areas for wind turbines? 
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2: Are there any planning issues that would need to be resolved to enable 
community backing to be secured? 

Q: Small scale wind energy development 
1: Do you agree with the suggested approach and what it is trying to achieve? 
2: Do you agree with the suggested wording? 
3: How could the paragraph / policy / section / chapter be amended to reflect 
your concerns? 
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Q: The provision of utilities service infrastructure 
1: The plan requires the provision of full fibre broadband connections to each 
home on major development sites. Do you agree with this proposal? 
 
Yes: More people working from home on multiple devices has highlighted that 
broadband in many places is not fit for purpose.  
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Chapter 7 – South Eastern Dorset Functional Area – INCLUDES 

WEST MOORS 

Q: Green Belt  
1. Do you agree that there is a need to amend the green belt to 

enable development? 
 

Amend not reduce the Green Belt. 
 

Significant Green Belt would be sacrificed to enable the development at Azalea 
Roundabout.  
 
Any loss of Green Belt needs to be offset by the inclusion of additional Green 
Belt elsewhere, thereby offsetting some of the loss and reducing the impact the 
loss of Green Belt has on the environment and biodiversity.  
 
See comments relating to land at Blackfield Farm at the end of this document. 
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Sections 8 to 15 and 17 to 21 are specific to other Towns/Parishes in the South 
Eastern Dorset Area 
 

 

 
Section 16 – West Moors specific 
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Q: Land North of Azalea Roundabout 
1: Do you agree with the allocation of this site? 
 

In principle, West Moors Town Council acknowledge the need for extra houses 
and understand that other towns are accommodating such a need too. 
 
However, the floodplain (although a planning concern later), TPOs and 
biodiversity associated with this location does not leave much of a positive 
towards any development on it. 
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The Local Plan itself says that “the Moors River and its floodplain is nationally 
important for its wildlife interest”.  Extracts from the Dorset Explorer mapping 
system show the floodplains cover a very large part of the site, with a Tree 
Preservation Order on land not covered by floodplain.  Almost all of this site is 
covered by a Higher Potential Ecological Network.  To cover this area with 
houses would be a contradiction of the Ecological Emergency declared by 
Dorset Council.  
 
Community cohesion must be part of the vision for this development. How will 
they be part of the Community with the distance they are from the centre of the 
town. 
 
Historically, the residents of St. Leonards Farm Park have expressed their 
dismay at their feelings of detachment from West Moors and how they felt 
isolated. How would a significant new development not far from them, avoid 
this? 
 
In conclusion WMTC acknowledge the need for additional housing but feel that 
the suggested site at Azalea is unsuitable for the reasons mentioned above. 
 
 

2: Is there anything not covered within the policy that should be considered in 
relation to the site? 
 
How can the development be of high quality when it is adjacent to a river 
(floodplain) and a dual carriageway (air pollution)? 
 

3: Are there any community infrastructure needs within the area that should be 
considered? 
 
Leisure infrastructure will need to be addressed to make it work. 
 
It is outside the Transforming Transport Programme (para 7.3.7), so residents 
would have to use their own transport. This will impact on traffic going through 
the town as well as on the already congested A31, as well as having an 
adverse impact on air pollution. 
 
Health services infrastructure needs to be provided as the current facilities are 
already overstretched.  
 

 

General Comments regarding Green Belt 

Blackfield Farm, West Moors 

In November 2010 during the East Dorset Core Strategy Consultation, West 

Moors responded by stating that Blackfield Farm site should be in the Green 

Belt (this was option KS6). When the next phase of the consultation was 

published there was no reference to the fact that West Moors had opposed the 

option to include Blackfield Farm in the urban area and has requested that it 
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be included in the Green Belt. At the time (May 2012) we wrote to the then East 

Dorset District Council expressing our dismay that as a statutory consultee 

our concerns and comments had been ignored.  

We further responded to the Core Strategy Pre-Submission Consultation, 

reiterating that Blackfield Farm be included in the Green Belt. These comments 

were not taken into consideration and the area was included in the urban area 

in the final document. 

A planning application for this site is currently under consideration. As part of 

the planning process many reports have been commissioned by local 

residents, one of which highlights the ecological and environmental 

importance of this site, which is adjacent to protected heathland and in close 

proximity to SSSI’s. A letter from HLF Planning Ltd has been submitted to DC 

as part of this consultation process. 

WMTC feel strongly that this area of land is significantly important to the 

environment and biodiversity locally and its loss to the environment would be 

immeasurable.  

We understand that now a planning application is in the process we must 

await the outcome, but WMTC requests that if this application is refused 

(either by the Planning Authority or on appeal) that the land be designated as 

Green Belt as a matter of urgency, in order to protect it for the future. 

 

Other General Comments 

We note East Dorset Environment Partnership will be submitting a report in 

response to the Local Plan consultation and WMTC support all matters relating 

to West Moors in the EDEP report.  

 


